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But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out
of darknessinto his marvelous light.

— 1 Peter 2.9 (KJV)
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Introductory Notes

Peculiar Peopleisastory of ordinary people doing extraordinary things. Most of the
charactersin the book do not know Jesus when you first encounter them. Consequently,
they are still enslaved by sin, and | write frankly (but not graphically) about those sins.
Asaresult, | consider this an adult book, although the behaviors described are generally
tamer than one would find on virtually any television show.

The major characters are flawed, as we al are, and even those who surrender their lives
to Christ sometimes continue to fall short of God's hopes for them. Thisis because |
wanted the charactersin Peculiar People to be realistic—in other words, to be like you
and me. | sincerely hope that no reader is offended by the actions of any of the
characters, whether fictional or biblical, but I do hope you are shocked. | believe one of
the biggest problemsin our world is our casual acceptance of sin.

In the back of the book | have included four tables:

- A listing of some of the events in the story—which are biblical, extrabiblical, and
fictional
A listing of the charactersin the book, primarily organized by their principle locale
An annotated bibliography of the books | read in researching and writing Peculiar
People—if there are specific incidents or themes, which intrigue you, | suggest you
refer to some of these books.
References to the biblical quotesin the story

| believe you will find Peculiar People to be engaging, instructive, amusing,
disturbing, and ultimately inspiring. | hope you enjoy it, but most of al, | hope it
touches you in some way.

Incidentally, the book title comes from the King James trandation of 1 Peter 2:9. The
phrase 64”0 ako 6afedTRcoéT (laosice peripoiesis) literally means "a people of
possession.”
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Additional maps and other resources can be viewed at www.peculiarpeoplenovel.com
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For more information about the early church and its relevance in today’ s
world, visit www.peculiarpeoplenovel.com and subscribe to the free

newsletter, Ekklesia Then & Now
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